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Mesorectum

Fascia propria

Presacral fascia Incised peritoneum

Incised fascia
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Inf. pudendal a.

Inf. rectal a.

Pectinate line

Anal verge

Biagram of the arterial supply to the rectum and anus.
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Inf. vena cava

Inf. mesenteric v.

o Middle rectal v.
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Positions for digital rectal examination

Flexible sigmoidoscope
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12 cm

<

Finger
proctoscope (
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(a) Left lateral

b)  Knee—elbow
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Presacral fascia

Pouch of Douglas

Sagittal section through the normal pelvis



Start of rectal prolapse
The proximal segment (intussusceptum) is telescoping
into the distal segment (intussuscipiens)



Intussusceptum at the pectinate line



Intussusceptum protrudes through the anus



Partial thickness Full thickness
(mucosal) prolapse prolapse
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Full-thickness rectal prolapse
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Computerised tomography scan of the liver in a patient
with a rectal cancer showing multiple liver metastases.



Magnetic resonance imaging scan of pelvis showing extensive T3 rectal
carcinoma invading the left side of the mesorectum
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